
 

 

Teeth, Diet and Food Chains – Teacher’s Notes 

Learning 
outcome: helps 
to address…. 

SCN 2-02a (Core learning) 
HWB 2-15a 
HWB 2-30a 
HWB 2-32a 
HWB 2-35a 
MTH 2-11b 

Investigating food chains/webs and 
ecosystems 

Looking after my body 
Healthy Eating and preparing foods 

Nutritional needs 
Preparing foods 

Using conventional weights in problem 
solving 

Overview This topic investigates the diet of animals and the effect that this has on their 
teeth. It looks at food chains and energy transfer and how nature supports a wide 
range of animals in various ecosystems. There are lots of opportunities through 
this topic for active learning and for the children to use the critical thinking skills 
developed in school in a new environment. 

Learning 
Intentions 
 

I can ... 
... draw food chains/webs for a selection of animals 
... make inferences about animal diets through investigations 
... use the term community and ecosystem confidently 
... identify the different kinds of teeth are required for different uses 
... identify which of my own teeth are used for different jobs 
... prepare foods safely and hygienically 
... use scales to measure in practical tasks  

   

Booking your visit 
and useful 
information 

We now have a Discovery and Learning Centre at the zoo with a range of learning 
activities, and a classroom may be reserved on request for private use during your visit. 
Please get in touch with the Zoo via the phone or email to let us know your group size for 
handling and keeper-led sessions, duration of the visit, and other important health 
information. 
Five Sisters Zoo is on the PECOS system. Payment can also be made on the day of your 
visit via cash, cheque or card. 
We have a wide range of topics which are catered for and can create bespoke visits 
according to your class study – please ask for more information. 
 

 

Page 1 Pre • This page introduces the children to the Zoo in preparation for their visit and 
encourages their enquiry and reading skills. It is suggested that the children use the 
Zoo’s website to access the information, although it is possible to print out the 
relevant pages beforehand. 

• The children can work in small groups on this task, which should take 20-30 minutes. 

• As an extension, the children could write a list of animals they want to see at the Zoo 
and plot a route around the Zoo using the map (on the next page). 

• Answer Key: 
1. West Calder, West Lothian 
2. 10am – 6pm 
3. Yes – Situated in the middle of the Zoo, by the outdoor play area and safari train 
4. The Brown Bear Café, Leaping Lemurs Restaurant, Burger Van & Ice-cream 

Parlour 
5. 16 years old 
6. Asian Fishing Cats 



7. Single tickets for 2 adults and 2 children: £46.50 (Adults £12.95 each; children 

£10.45 each). Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children): £38 + £8.45 additional child. 

8. Own answers 

Page 2 Pre • The fairly straightforward cloze procedure is designed to introduce children to 
the key terms associated with food chains.  

• The Food Chain Game is included in the Teacher’s Notes and should be given 
out. Assistance can be given to the less able children. Alternatively, a fun 
version is to get the children to make the noises of their animals (the Producer 
card would require a sign) and to gather themselves into the correct food 
chain and order. 

Page 3 Pre • On the accompanying handout, there are images of different skulls. The 
children will examine the teeth and draw conclusions about the types of food 
that the animals live on. They should then draw conclusions as to the type of 
animal. It is suggested that children work in small groups. 

Animal skull photos are taken from: http://www.skullsite.co.uk  
Skull 1: Brown bear 
Skull 2: Muntjac deer 
Skull 3a: American alligator 
Skull3b: American alligator and salt-water crocodile 

Page 4 During • This activity is simple in delivery and will challenge the children to move 
around the zoo, reading the information on the enclosures to find out all 
about the animals. 

It is suggested that children work in small groups. 

Centrefold During • This can be annotated, coloured or related foods drawn around the animal 
drawing on the page. Teacher discretion. 

Page 5 During 
(or 
Post- 
Visit) 

• This is a teacher-led activity. Your additional resources include some diet 
sheets of some of our animals and some cards of different foods. These are to 
be printed for children to work in groups and put together the diets 
appropriately. The sheets can either be cut into smaller cards along the 
dotted lines for children to group the appropriate ones together for particular 
animals, or may mark on the printed sheets which animal they would feed it 
to. 

• This activity may be done post-visit in the classroom. 

Page 6 Post • The first follow-up activity is to consolidate the learning about ecosystems 
and communities.  

• Children are asked to draw population pyramids of the communities living in 
certain ecosystems. If preferred, they could use graph paper and attach it to 
their workbooks. 

Page 7 Post • This page could be used to write a report about a food chain that is under 
threat – for example the destruction of the rainforest is removing food 
sources for a range of animals further up the food chain. 

Page 8 Post • Own answers 
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