
Rainforest – Teacher’s Notes 

Learning outcome: 
helps to address…. 

SCN 2-02a (Core learning) 
SOC 2-08a 
SCN 2-01a 

 

Interactions in ecosystems, food chains 
The environmental impact of human activity 

Identify living things, relate physical 
characteristics to survival 

Topic Overview This topic provides an introduction to the rainforest and biodiversity. Children will have the 
opportunity to handle some rainforest animals and will be introduced to the animals that live in 
different levels of the rainforest. The follow-up activities encourage the children to think about 
the impact of humans on the rainforest and the environment. 
It is suggested that children complete the pre-visit exercises in order to establish a baseline 
knowledge when they arrive at the zoo. 
The activities include a mixture of direct teaching from the Zoo staff, active learning, critical skills 
and enquiry challenges. They also encourage the children to work both independently and as part 
of a group.  

Learning Intentions 
 

I can ... 
...demonstrate an understanding of the rainforest and its structure  
...investigate animals in their habitat and describe their physical characteristics and how these 
enable its survival 
... use the term ecosystem and describe what it means 
... classify living things according to their characteristics 
... show how food chains and food webs help to create biodiversity within an ecosystem 
... demonstrate how human activity is having an impact on the environment and suggest more 
environmentally responsible ways to behave 

Useful websites  

Booking your visit 
and useful 
information 

We now have a Discovery and Learning Centre at the zoo with a range of learning activities, and a 
classroom may be reserved on request for private use during your visit. 
Please get in touch with the Zoo via the phone or email to let us know your group size for handling 
and keeper-led sessions, duration of the visit, and other important health information. 
Five Sisters Zoo is on the PECOS system. Payment can also be made on the day of your visit via 
cash, cheque or card. 
We have a wide range of topics which are catered for and can create bespoke visits according to 
your class study – please ask for more information. 

 

Page 1 Pre • The information on this page has been adapted from information taken from 
www.mrsgebauer.com and www.arkive.org which has a range of activities which 
introduce the children to the rainforest. 

• The first set of questions can be answered by reading the information on the page. The 
bonus questions require independent research. Most children at Second Level should be 
able to answer all questions and differentiation will be evident in answers given. 

Page 2 Pre • This page introduces the children to the zoo in preparation for their visit and encourages 
their enquiry and reading skills. It is suggested that the children use the website for the 
zoo to access the information, although it is possible to print out the relevant pages 
beforehand. 

• The children can work in small groups on this task which should take 20-30 minutes. 

• As an extension, the children could write a list of the animals they want to see and plot a 
route around the zoo using the map page. 

• Answer Key: 
1. West Calder, West Lothian 
2. 10am – 6pm 
3. Yes – Situated in the middle of the Zoo, by the outdoor play area and safari train 
4. £4.00 
5. Four official vet visits per year 
6. 16 years old 
7. African Fishing Cats 
8. Single tickets for 2 adults and 2 children: £46.50 (Adults £12.95 each; children 

£10.45 each). Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children): £38 + £8.45 additional child. 
9. Eso and Henk. Albania. 
10. Own answers 

Page 3 During • The scavenger hunt requires the children to walk around The Lost Kingdom, looking for 

http://www.mrsgebauer.com/
http://www.arkive.org/


& 4 information on various enclosures (the BLUE numbers correspond to the question in the 
book). Again, some information is directly explained in the enclosure information panel 
while some answers will require inference and conjecture.  

• All of the animals can be found in The Lost Kingdom. 

• There is no time limit for this task, but children should be encouraged to take their time 
and look in all enclosures, not just those relating to the task. 

• Answer Key: 
1. Frill necked lizard 
2. Emerald tree monitor 
3. Blue and Gold Macaw (Harley) 
4. Yellow banded dart frog 
5. Crocodile monitor 
6. Blood python 
7. Chinese water dragon 
8. African dwarf crocodile 
9. Mission golden-eyed tree frog 
10. Amazon parrot 
11. Madagascar day gecko 
12. African pygmy dormouse 
13. African clawed frog 
14. Weaver bird 
15. Tokay gecko 

Page 5 During • This page relates to the handling session. The children should fill in the time slot of their 
handling session and meet outside the room (in the Discovery and Learning Centre) five 
minutes before. 

• They will not be able to complete their workbooks during the session so should read 
over the questions before they go in and complete them afterwards. 

Page 6 During • This page looks at the layers in the rainforest. A handout, Layers of the Rainforest, is 
available to you which you may decide to print for your children. This is also displayed in 
the rainforest walkthrough in The Lost Kingdom at the zoo with additional information.  

• The children should identify the animal silhouette and write its name in the table 
alongside the corresponding layer. They may use the information in the rainforest 
walkthrough and on animal enclosure signs to help them. 

•  They can complete this individually or in small groups so that there is space in the 
rainforest walkthrough. 

Page 7 Post • The follow-up activity is an investigation (which can be done at home) into the things we 
rely on the rainforest for and the alternatives. Some examples can be found on signage 
in The Lost Kingdom during your visit. 

Page 8 
& 9 

Post • The suggested activity here is to follow on from the notes made on Page 7. The children 
could write an article explaining the dangers of destroying rainforests and the impact on 
biodiversity, using the animals they have seen as a basis. 

• Children should be encouraged to think about what they can do to minimise their 
negative impact on the rainforest. 

 
Other suggested 
activities 

Complete a fact file: picture and paragraphs; what have you learnt?; choose favourite 
animal and research it, including geographical information. 
Homework: Tear off competition sheet at back of booklet and return it to the zoo. 
Design a habitat for an existing animal or a habitat for an imaginary animal; be as wild as you 
like! 

 


