
Life Cycles – Teacher’s Notes 

Learning 
outcome: helps 
to address…. 

SCN 2 14a (Core) 
SCN 2 14b 
HWB 2 48a 
HWB 2 50a 
HWB 2 51a 

Lifecycles of plants and animals 
Inherited characteristics 
Changes during puberty 

Processes of life – human baby 
Parental responsibility 

Overview This topic is aimed primarily at the later stages of Second Level and is intended as 
an introduction to Sexual Reproduction. It introduces the children to some of the 
language associated with the topic by focusing on the changes that take place in 
animals as they reach sexual maturity. 

Learning 
Intentions 
 

I can ... 
... identify and name the reproductive organs and processes of reproduction in 
flowering plants 
... describe the main stages of the life cycle of different types of animal 
...describe which kinds of features are inherited from parents 
... describe the changes in mammals as they reach maturity  
... describe how family units vary across different species and how humans show 
parental concern for their young 

Useful websites www.fivesisterszoo.co.uk 

Book your visit We now have a Discovery and Learning Centre at the zoo with a range of learning 
activities, and a classroom may be reserved on request for private use during your 
visit. 
Please get in touch with the Zoo via the phone or email to let us know your group 
size for handling and keeper-led sessions, duration of the visit, and other 
important health information. 
Five Sisters Zoo is on the PECOS system. Payment can also be made on the day of 
your visit via cash, cheque or card. 
We have a wide range of topics which are catered for and can create bespoke 
visits according to your class study – please ask for more information. 
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Pre • This page is a comprehension activity which is designed to introduce the children 
to some of the key vocabulary associated with reproduction.  
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Pre This page introduces the children to the Zoo in preparation for their visit and 
encourages their enquiry and reading skills. It is suggested that the children use the 
Zoo’s website to access the information, although it is possible to print out the 
relevant pages beforehand. 

The children can work in small groups on this task, which should take 20-30 
minutes. 
As an extension, the children could write a list of animals they want to see at 
the Zoo and plot a route around the Zoo using the map (on page 7). 
Answer Key: 

1. West Calder, West Lothian 
2. 10am – 6pm 
3. Yes – Situated in the middle of the Zoo, by the outdoor play area and safari 

train 
4. £4.00 
5. Once a month 
6. 16 years old 
7. Asian fishing cat 
8. Single tickets for 2 adults and 2 children: £46.50 (Adults £12.95 each; children 

£10.45 each). Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children): £38 + £8.45 additional child. 
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During • The children will be given time to explore the zoo. They are directed to certain 
animals which exhibit obvious differences between the male and female. 
Children should be encouraged to talk about the differences they can see and 
suggest the reasons for this: attracting a mate, being dominant in the group, etc. 
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During • This page looks at the concept of inheritance and genetics. Children are 
encouraged to think about their own family characteristics. 

• The walk around the zoo to study the specified animals should focus on common 
characteristics of the animals, for example the Guinea Pigs ears reflect the 
parents’ colouring. 
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During • Page 5 deals with family groupings and the different ways in which animals care 
for their young. The children are directed primarily towards animals which 
exhibit strong family links, caring for their young. 
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During • This part of the booklet investigates the changes that occur in some of the zoo 
animals as they reach sexual maturity. It also introduces the concept of female 
mammals being in season which means they are ready to become pregnant 
through mating. 

• The follow-up activity asks the children to put the life-cycle of a Prairie Dog into 
the correct sequence to assess their understanding of stages in an animal’s life. 

• The correct sequence is: 1, 3, 6, 5, 2, 4 
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During • A zoo map is included in the booklet. Please check the zoo website for the latest 
map. 
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Post • This page builds the HWB 2-51a outcome and encourages children to think about 
their families and how they were raised as an infant. It also encourages them to 
think about being a parent and how they will cope. 
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Post • This page can be completed after the walk round the zoo. The children should 
observe an animal and make notes from the display boards. They can then 
complete the Venn diagram comparing the animal with human behaviour (this is 
an opportunity to discuss the benefits of family groups but should be sensitive to 
the situations of the children in the group). 

 


