
Habitats and Adaptations – Teachers Notes 

 

Page 1 Pre • The short extract on this page gives the children a brief introduction to the 
key terms of the topic. The questions get progressively more difficult, 
beginning with literal questions before moving onto more inferential and 
evaluative questions. All children at Second Level should be able to answer 
the questions; differentiation will come by expectation of detail given in 
answers. Any sensible answers will do. 

Page 2  • This page introduces the children to the Zoo in preparation for their visit 
and encourages their enquiry and reading skills. It is suggested that the 
children use the Zoo’s website to access the information, although it is 
possible to print out the relevant pages beforehand. 

• The children can work in small groups on this task, which should take 20-30 
minutes. 

• As an extension, the children could write a list of animals they want to see 
at the Zoo and plot a route around the Zoo using the map (on the next 
page). 

• Answer Key: 

Learning outcome: 
helps to address… 

SCN2 O1a (Core Learning) 
SOC2-12a 
SOC2-14a 

Classify, identify, 
characteristics 
Out with Britain, climate, 
weather, living things 
Mental map of the wider 
world 

Topic Overview This topic looks at the various habitats that animals live in. It goes on to 
examine the way in which animals have adapted to survive in their 
surroundings. 
It is suggested that children complete the pre-visit exercises in order to 
have a baseline knowledge when they arrive at the Zoo. The activities 
include a mixture of direct teaching from Zoo staff, active learning, critical 
skills and enquiry challenges. They also encourage the children to work 
both independently and as part of a group. 

Learning Intentions I can… 
…use the terms “Living” and “Non-living” to classify objects 
…classify animals according to their characteristics 
…carry out an investigation and present the information clearly 
…research different classifications of animal and identify the similarities 
and differences 

Booking your visit 
and useful 
information 

We now have a Discovery and Learning Centre at the zoo with a range of 
learning activities, and a classroom may be reserved on request for private 
use during your visit. 
Please get in touch with the Zoo via the phone or email to let us know 
your group size for handling and keeper-led sessions, duration of the visit, 
and other important health information. 
Five Sisters Zoo is on the PECOS system. Payment can also be made on the 
day of your visit via cash, cheque or card. 
We have a wide range of topics which are catered for and can create 
bespoke visits according to your class study – please ask for more 
information. 



1. West Calder, West Lothian 
2. 10am – 6pm 
3. Yes – Situated in the middle of the Zoo, by the outdoor play area and 

safari train 
4. The Brown Bear Café, Leaping Lemurs Restaurant, Burger Van & Ice-

cream Parlour 
5. 16 years old 
6. African Fishing Cat 
7. Single tickets for 2 adults and 2 children: £46.50 (Adults £12.95 each; 

children £10.45 each). Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children): £38 + 
£8.45 additional child. 

8. Own answers 

Page 3 Map • Zoo Map 

Pages 
4 - 5 

During • The Scavenger Hunt is designed to be carried out in groups of up to 10. It is 
not a competition, but children should look for answers as they move 
around the Zoo. The numbers on the enclosure signs (red numbers) relate 
to the question number in the box. 

• Answer Key: 
1. Green tree python – Camouflaged in tress to hide from prey 
2. Grey rat snake – camouflage for hiding from predators and prey.  
3. Mission golden-eyed tree frog – this camouflage is blotchier to have a 
disruptive camouflage effect in forested environments (similar to Disruptive 
Pattern Material in the military) to help it stay hidden from predators.  
4. Emerald tree monitor – camouflage among the leaves in the natural 
habitat. 
5. Yellow banded dart frogs – Yellow and Black to warn other animals they 
are toxic 
6. Curlyhair Tarantula – hairs flicked toward aggressor as defence 
mechanisms 
7. African dwarf crocodiles – eyes on top of heads so can stay submerged 
when hunting, second eyelid to protect eyes underwater 
8.  Snake-necked turtle –webbed feet for efficient swimming; long neck to 
bring head above water to breathe without exposing whole body at surface 
(vulnerability) 
9. Leaf cutter ants –strong mouthparts for carrying leaves long distances 
10. Blue and Yellow Macaw – very strong beaks for crushing and opening 
nuts; beak also used as a “third foot” for climbing,  
11. Frill necked lizards – omnivores; Australian deserts; sandy and rocky 
enclosure, kept at high temperature, live insects for feeding 
12. American alligators – moving water to simulate natural flow in rivers; 
areas of land for basking 
13. African spurred tortoise – sandy and rocky; herbivore; grass and hay 
14. Woodland dormouse (“African pygmy dormouse”) – structures for 
climbing; fed seeds and nuts as natural diet 
15. African clawed frog – uses the claws on its feet to tear large chunks of 
food into manageable sized lumps. 
16. Own answers 

Page 6 During • Handling session – to be filled in AFTER the session to remind children of 
the animals seen and facts learnt 

Page 7 Post • Own answers 

Page 8 Post • Own answers 



Page 9 Post • Own answers 
 


